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King Herod and the Wise Men— 

A Christmas Challenge   
by Ron Rolheiser, OMI 
The Christmas story is surely one of the greatest stories ever told. It 
chronicles a birth from which the world records time as before or 
after. Moreover, it is written in a way that has inflamed the romantic 
imagination for 2,000 years. This hasn’t always been for the good. 
Beyond spawning every kind of legend imaginable, the story of 
Christmas has, in the Christian imagination, too often taken on a 
centrality not accorded to it in the Gospels themselves. This is not 
surprising, given its richness. 

 

Inside its great narrative, there are multiple mini-narratives, each of 
which comes laden with its own archetypal symbols. One of these 
mini-narratives, rich in archetypal imagery, is the story King Herod 
and the wise men. 

 

We see this in the Gospel of Matthew when he tells us how various 
people reacted to the announcement of Jesus’ birth. Matthew sets up a 
powerful archetypal contrast, blessing and curse, between the reaction 
of the wise men, who bring their gifts and place them at the feet of the 
new king, and King Herod, who tries to kill him. 

 

We are all familiar with this story since it has been much celebrated in 
song, icon, and legend. Jesus is born inside of a religious tradition, 
Judaism, and his birth is announced to that faith community in a man-
ner that befits religion, namely, by the angels, by supernatural revela-
tion. But those outside of that faith tradition need another way to get 
to know of his birth, and so his birth is announced to them though 
nature, astrology, through the stars. The wise men see a special star 
appear in the sky and begin to follow it, not knowing exactly to where 
or to what it will lead. 

 

While following the star, they meet King Herod who, upon learning 
that a new king has supposedly been born, has his own evil interest in 
matter. He asks the wise men to find the child and bring him back 
information so that he, too, can go and worship the newborn. We 
know the rest of story: 

 

The wise men follow the star, find 
the new king, and, upon seeing 
him, place their gifts at his feet. 
What happens to them afterwards? 
We have all kinds of apocryphal 
stories about their journey back 
home, but these, while interesting, 
are not helpful. We do not know 
what happened to them afterwards, 
and that is exactly the point. Their 
slipping away into anonymity is a crucial part of their gift. The idea is 
that they now disappear because they can now disappear. They have 
placed their gifts at the feet of the young king and can now leave eve-
rything safely in his hands. His star has eclipsed theirs. Far from 
fighting for their former place, they now happily cede it to him. Like 

old Simeon, they can happily exit the stage singing: Now, Lord, you 
can dismiss your servants! We can die! We’re in safe hands! 

 

And Herod, how much to the contrary! The news that a new king has 
been born threatens him at his core since he is himself a king. The 
glory and light that will now shine upon the new king will no longer 
shine on him. So what is his reaction? Far from laying his resources at 
the feet of the new king, he sets out to kill him. Moreover, to ensure 
that his murderers find him, he kills all the male babies in the entire 
area. An entire book on anthropology might be written about this last 
line. Fish are not the only species that eats its young! But the real 
point is the contrast between the wise men and Herod: The former see 
new life as promise, and they bless it; the latter sees new life as threat, 
and he curses it. 

 

This is a rich story with a powerful challenge: What is my own reac-
tion to new life, especially to life that threatens me, that will take 
away some of my own popularity, sunshine and adulation? Can I, like 
the wise men, lay my gifts at the feet of the young and move towards 
anonymity and eventual death, content that the world is in good 
hands, even though those hands are not my hands? Or, like Herod, 
will I feel that life as a threat and try somehow to kill it, lest its star 
somehow diminish my own? 

 

To bless another person is to give away some of one’s own life so that 
the other might be more resourced for his or her journey, Good par-
ents do that for their children. Good teachers do that for their students, 
good mentors do that for their protégés, good pastors do that for their 
parishioners, good politicians do that for their countries, and good 
elders do that for the young. They give away some of their own lives 
to resource the other. The wise men did that for Jesus. 

 

How do we react when a young star’s rising begins to eclipse our own 
light? 

 

 

Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser. Currently, Father 
Rolheiser is serving as President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio 
Texas. He can be contacted through his web site,www.ronrolheiser.com.  



Pray for the sick:  Joshua Henry, Michael Moses, Alice Fox, Maureen Monnette, Simone Maingot, Rolf Schindler , Joel 
Bachman, Barbara Brady, Richard Maloney, Bill Warchow, Susan Hanigan, Kevin Kelly, Paulina Mendoza, Sherri Caves, J.R. 
Stokes, Victor & Cecilia D Souza, Halim Abboud, Marie Abboud, Andrea Redway, Joe Ann Monaghan, Guy Rodur, Andrew 
Robertson, Mary Bingham,  Family of Caleb Gunning, Pat Barr, Margaret Dawson, Emmanuel Iwuoha, Cathleen Keenan, Phil 
Swift, Ron & Wilma Guest, Richard Maloney, Karen Cahill, John Graham, Jim Teahen, Jean-Claude Filion, Danielle Cossette, 
Cecilia Ryan, Ariel Alvarado, Helen Ayoub, Lloyd Dressler, and Pierre Duliadauilmar. Pray for those who have died:  Evelyn 
Garneau, Barney Mulligan OMI, Doug Small, Uncle Mike, Ted Coffin, Aileen Granger, Barbara Wilson-Nolan, Violet Pelot, 
Sheilaeagh MacDonald, and Mary Timmins. To add a name, please inform the Front Office or write it in the binder at the Wel-
come Desk. 

Flight into Egypt:  
A Reflection 
 After the ancient Israelites fled 
their oppressive overlords in Egypt, 
and established a nation of their own, 
they set down a code of conduct ap-
propriate for a grateful and newly lib-
erated people. In the book of Leviticus 
we read, When an alien resides with 
you in your land you shall not oppress 
the alien. The alien who resides with 
you shall be to you as the citizen 
among you; you shall love the alien as 
yourself for you were aliens in the land 
of Egypt I am the Lord your God. (Lev. 
19: 33, 34).  Amongst these same peo-
ple another story was told, this time 
taking place hundreds of years later, 
Now after the wise men had left, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, "Get up, take the 
child and his mother, and flee to Egypt 
and remain there until I tell you; for 
Herod is about to search for the child 
to destroy him." Then Joseph got up, 
took the child and his mother by night 
and went to Egypt, and remained there 
until the death of Herod. (Mt 2:13-15).  
The land that was once the source of 
oppression, at another time provided 
refuge to a young couple with child. 

The land that was once the Promised 
Land became, at times, unbearable - a 
land where innocent children could be 
hacked apart. (Mt 2:16-18). 
 Canada’s outpouring of support 
for the Syrian refugee crisis had been 
particularly heartfelt these last few 
months. We are maintaining our repu-
tation of being a compassionate coun-
try; the newcomers that we are sup-
porting and welcoming remind us dai-
ly of what really matters. May we be 
reminded to engage on behalf of refu-
gees everywhere as if they were our 
own families who were suffering. 
Lord, help us to be advocates for peace 
in this troubled land and discern ways 
of contributing according to our means 
and gifts.  
 The government is matching 
funds to support experienced interna-
tional and Canadian humanitarian or-
ganizations. Learn more at 
www.international.gc.ca  

 

Psalms Scripture Study will be 

continuing its exploration of Psalms. This seven-
week course will allow participants to see Psalms 
in a new way and learn to write prayer in a new 
and contemporary way. Sessions start Jan. 5 from 
7-9 pm at Canadian Martyrs Parish Centre, 100 
Main St. Registration:  613-232-5347.  

 

One-on-One Healing Touch 
will take place on Friday, Jan. 15 from 9:30 am-
11:30 am. Come if your heart is heavy, if  you are 
experiencing stress or grief, physical,  emotional 
or spiritual pain in your life. Given by Colette 
Chartrand, Clara Nasello, Norah McMahon and 
Helena Robb. The sign-up sheet is at the Welcome 
Desk, or e-mail  Helena Robb at 
hrobb40@gmail.com, or phone her at 613-834-
4036. For last minute cancellation, call the front 
office at 613-233-4095. 

 

First Communion Prepara-
tion will start on Sunday, Feb. 7, and will meet 

most Sundays after the 9:30 am Mass for an hour 
at the Welcome Desk.The First Communion cere-
mony is tentatively scheduled for Sunday, Apr. 
17. (If you’ll be away for Family Day Weekend, 
Feb. 7, please see Michelle to pick up your materi-
als at another time). 

 

RAISE THE ROOF  
CAMPAIGN—Envelopes are 
available at the Welcome Desk.  
One route to reach our Raise the Roof target is for 
parishioners to contribute a bit extra for each of 
the next two years. We know that not all of us can 
contribute all of the time. We can get to our target 
if 15 families give $2,000 per year for two years 
and 100 families give $250 per year for two years. 
(This is a little less than $5 a week.) Can you 
help? Give what you can, small or big. Your con-
tribution keeps us warm and dry — and able to 
keep sharing and growing. 

Upcoming Events 

Tuesday, Jan. 5—Scripture Study begins with our OMI sister parish, Ca-
nadian Martyrs.  See notice.   
Saturday, Jan. 9—9:30 am - Spiritual Seekers Retreat.   
***This may be moved to January 16th.  To stay updated, contact  
DavidAnthonyPerry@gmail.com or visit ciemysteryandgrace.blogspot.ca 
Sunday, Jan. 13—7pm University Mass resumes 
Thursday, Jan. 14—5 pm - Student Teacher Eve of Reflection (Enter 151 
Laurier) 
Friday, Jan. 15—9:30 am - One-on-One Healing Touch. Sign up at the 
Welcome Desk. See notice.    
Sunday, Jan. 17—10:30 am - Babar musical performance for children in 
Parish Hall.  Freewill offering toward young adult pilgrims attending World 
Youth Day this summer in Poland.   
Sunday, Jan. 23—Meat Loaf deadline for Supper Table 
Sunday, Feb. 7—First Communion Preparation begins following the 9:30 
am Mass.   Registration starts Jan. 3 at the Welcome Desk. 

http://www.international.gc.ca/

